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Parent/Carer Information –  

WELCOME BACK TO FAMILIES WHO HAVE BEEN HOME AFTER STAGE 4 LOCKDOWN 

Re-enrolment for 2021 closes on Friday 25th September 2020. 

2021 Columbia Park will be introducing its very first 3-year-old kinder program. 

Annual General Meeting – 27th October 2020 

Virtual Art Show Commencing on Monday 26th October 2020 

No fee increases due to the recovery payment package -  

The Morrison Government will provide an additional payment for families and 

childcare remains open to help drive the COVID-19 recovery 

The Child Care Recovery Package includes additional and targeted support for 

Victorian providers in light of the second wave lockdown. 

Child Care Subsidy Absent Days Are additional absences available? Where a child has 

used all of their 42 absence days, and they cannot attend because of COVID-19 

related reasons, additional absence days can be used without the requirement to 

provide medical evidence. This applies from 24 March 2020 to 31 December 2020. 

More information on absences is available on the Services Australia website 

Public Holidays 

Friday 23rd October AFL Grand Final Friday 

Tuesday 3rd November Melbourne Cup Day 

Closure Days  

The annual closure days are – 

• Children's last day will be Tuesday 22nd December 2020. 

• Children's return date will be Wednesday 6th January 2021. 

If your child is attending school in 2021 there official last day with us will be 

Tuesday 22nd December 2020. 

Management Robyn and Cathy 

Acknowledgement of Country  

Columbia Park Early Learning Centre acknowledges the Woi wurrung people specifically 

the Wurundjeri people and Boon wurrung clans as the traditional owners of the land on 

which the Centre stands.  Columbia Park Early Learning Centre respectfully recognises 

Elders both past and present and the Elders from other communities.  

 

 

 

 



Columbia Park incorporated the following days in their program in Term 3 –  

Thursday 25th June Dragon Boat Festival  

Tuesday 4th August is National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children's Day 

On Friday 14th is RED NOSE DAY Noses! 

Wednesday 3rd September Educators Day (Thank you to the Committee and 

Robyn for providing us a very delicious lunch) 

Friday 10th September Today is R U OK Day 

 
Please let management or your child’s educators know about your 

family’s tradition or cultural celebration as we love incorporating 

family values and identity into our educational program and 

practice.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possum Room 3 – 4.5 years  

Lyn and Jenny  

It has been interesting times with COVID19…… 

We have had learnt how to do online learning which was new to us. It has been wonderful 

seeing everyone and having discussions about what you have been up to at home. 

Jenny did some wonderful magic tricks, science experiments by making rainbows using 

mirrors and water, reflections.  

Along with Lyn and Jenny the children have been practicing their dance and movement 

leading to lots of laughing and fun.  

Thank you to Nicholas’ mum Nancy who came online and read to us Nicholas favorite 

book. 

Father’s Day was a little different as well. We made a present and some children during at 

the art and craft experiences created their dads.  Read stories online about dad and a 

discussion about our dads what they liked to do with dad.  

We have been going to bush kinder and have enjoyed going. The children are continuing 

to explore the area and are becoming more observant in what they are finding. We have 

been watching a decidua’s tree changing over the months and they commented last 

time that the flowers are beautiful. Seeing the tree has led to discussion about the different 

seasons. 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone back at Columbia Park really soon.  

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wombat Room 6mths – 2.5 years  

Kerry C, Tania D, Kate and Sandy  

Hello to our families, 

We hope you are well and have been coping with everything through this unprecedented time. Here in the 

Wombat Room we had some children still being able to attend and now most of the children have returned. 

We also have 3 new children that have joined the Wombat Room. We welcome Ben, Lexi and Sophie as 

they settle into their new environment.  

We have been enjoying the opportunity to provide online learning to keep in touch with the families at 

home during this time. We offered this 3 times a day and aimed to keep these sessions short and simple 

and age appropriate. This was a whole new learning experience for us as educators as well as our little ones. 

Overall we found it a very positive and rewarding way for the children to keep connected with us. Now as 

the children begin to return to the centre we hope this interaction and communication that we have had 

will help to make this transition smooth and familiar.  

We also hope all our Dad’s enjoyed their special day and enjoyed their gift and resources to create with 

their child. Other special days we celebrated were National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Children 

Day. We listened to Aboriginal music and are learning the Acknowledgement of Country and the words and 

actions of a traditional song ‘Taba Naba’. These are just a few examples of how we embed Aboriginal 

learning into our everyday program. Other cultural experiences we have been involved in is making Spring 

Rolls with Educator Lien and Sushi with our chef Adam.  

For Science week we extended on learning about colours with colour mixing experiments and looking at 

what makes a rainbow. We discovered different ways to make our own rainbows inside using mirrors, water 

and light.  

In the Wombat Room we have incorporated lots of literacy experiences in our program both online and in 

the room. The children have really responded to using visual props in their learning of songs, rhymes and 

stories. This supports language development and social skills as they join in on group experiences. We have 

also included numeracy with lots of repetitive counting songs. The online learning gives the opportunity to 

see how we can use technology in our everyday lives to communicate. This may have been children have 

been interacting with extended family members, so this was familiar to them. 

Self-help skills have been supported with hygiene practices such as good hand washing and coughing into 

our sleeves. The older children are also beginning to self-serve meals. The weather is beginning to warm up 

and we are beginning to practice sun safety with hat’s and sunscreen. The children have adapted to this 

new routine and doing a good job of keeping their hats on. They all show lots of interest in being outside 

with physical play and interacting with nature.  

We look forward to having all our children back and engaging in lots of fun and learning as we move 

forward hopefully to a more normal rest of the year.  

Thankyou  

From the Wombat Educators. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joey room 2 – 3.5 years  

Renee, Aimee, Claire and Yee Ling 

Term 3 in the Joey’s room has seen us change the way we programme for our children.  

Due to the second lockdown from the CO-VID19 we as a centre have been offering face 

to face for those who are permitted workers and for those who haven’t been able to 

attend, we have had on-line sessions 3 times a day.  The children engaged in science 

experiments (milk magic, weighing (light and heavy), float or sink and making slime), they 

have had opportunities to cook they have made spring rolls, honey joys and with Adam 

our chef we helped prepare Salt Bush Damper which was in celebration of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islanders Children’s Day on August 4th 2020. 

There has been lots of dancing, singing, movement with rhythm sticks and ribbons, puppets 

and sign language learning the songs “I can sing a rainbow and the alphabet song”. We 

have been constructing with our blocks and developing our cognitive skills by puzzle play 

and memory games.  This term has seen one of our educators Tiffany leave and we are 

now joined by Aimee who was the educator who taught the Joey’s how to do sign 

language. 

We have started the Bush Kinder Programme in the Joey’s where all the children will have 

an opportunity in small groups to discover nature.  They will walk across the oval to an area 

that have lots of bushes and trees, they have the opportunity to look for gum nuts, learn 

about the animals around us and can take the challenge with support of an educator to 

try to climb a tree.  The children on-line can also join us as there is a virtual bush kinder 

where they follow us on our little adventure.  We will always acknowledge the Australian 

Indigenous people by singing the Welcome Song-Wominjeka and show acknowledgement 

to the land by saying the acknowledgment of Country, Connecting with Country. 

During Father’s day (Sunday 6th September 2020) we made it a Father’s day /Special 

person’s day week where on Wednesday 2nd September and Friday 4th September 2020 

we ask the on-line children to invite their father or a special person to come along during 

morning tea or afternoon tea to join us and share a story about dad’s and why they are so 

special to us.  In the middle session the father/special person joined the children for a 

drawing of special person and me, the child drew their special person and the special 

person drew them. 

Nearing the end of term 3 we have started to introduce visits in the kitchen to see Adam 

cooking and he contributes by informing the children about what ingredients he is using 

and why it’s good for our body.  We have also incorporated a Sustainability area with a 

worm farm as in the recent months our Joey children have shown great interest in finding 

worms and learning about worms what they eat, where they live, what we can take from 

the worms to help fertilise our garden (worm wee and worm poo) and how it benefits 

nature.  We also have started mindfulness programme where we have introduced yoga, 

we do simple postures that the children can copy and allow them to choose the pose that 

they would like to do.  There is time as well where we meditate especially when the 

children have come from outside and are about to head into lunch, we spend 5 to 10 

minutes relaxing and meditating. 

The children have been exploring scissors, cutting paper and cards as they enhance their 

small hand muscles and movements.  They are also provided with the opportunity to 

understand the safety with scissors. 

 

 



BILBY/KINDER ROOM 4 – 6 years 

Emma, Jess and Tanya W 

The Bilby team; 

TEAMS-The Bilby room offered three half hour online sessions a day over the week. These 

sessions incorporated children’s ideas and voices. As well as STEAM (science, technology, 

engineering, art and maths), Bush Kinder, Australian Aboriginal education, cooking, yoga and 

other learning areas including protective behaviours and fire safety education. The children 

have really seemed to engage and enjoy the sessions, especially staying connected with their 

friends and teachers. We have a dance party every Friday and everyone in the room was invited 

as we shared their favourite songs and dance moves. The last session will be on September 

28th.  

BUSH KINDER- We are now going for an hour and a half each week 

as they explore the area. 

You should see how high 

they are now climbing and 

swinging from the trees, 

throwing the boomerang 

and jumping/playing in the 

puddles.  

 

 

 

EXCURSIONS-Unfortunately, we had to postpone our Fire Station 

excursion due to COVID-19 and hopefully we can reschedule in Term 4. I am also hoping to 

organise the Kew Traffic School excursion and some other incursions.  

END OF YEAR CONCERT- Will go ahead in some form, we are just waiting to see what COVID-19 

restrictions will be in place in December. We will keep you informed.  

CLOTHING- Please supply a complete change of clothes including 2 pairs socks. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 

Tanya W and 

Michael who are 

expecting a boy 

baby in Feb 2021 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kitchen   

Qualified Chef and Qualified Registered Nutritionist  

Adam Saffron 

Some changes we have emphasised during the last few month were targeted at including 

the children more often alongside with the kitchen, ways that were included: 

• The children come out to the kitchen for a short brief discussion over lunch and 

slowly this is impacting more knowledge over nutritional foods, as well as getting 

them curious to try new foods during lunch time. 

• All with practicing food safety with clean hands, aprons, and listening to directions. 

The children really enjoy this and often ask me when it is there turn to come out 

again       

 

Quality Area 2 – Children's health and safety 

The aim of Quality Area 2 under the National Quality Standard is to safeguard and 

promote children’s health. 

Children’s Health and Safety  

Element 2.1.3           Healthy lifestyle        

Healthy eating and physical activity are promoted and appropriate for each child. 

We will be exploring this Quality Standard further once Covid 19 restrictions with food 

safety has been restricted. 

Our aim is for the children to do more cooking experiences.  

The benefits of cooking with children -  

• Social-Emotional Development: Hands on cooking activities help children develop 

confidence and skill. Following recipes encourages children to be self-directed and 

independent, it also teaches them to follow directions and develop problem-solving skills.  

• Physical Development: Fine motor and eye-hand coordination skills are developing by 

chopping, mixing, squeezing, and spreading.  

• Cognitive Development: Cooking encourages children’s thinking, problem-solving, and 

creativity. It also allows children the opportunity to use the knowledge they have and 

apply it by counting, measuring, following a sequence, following directions, and cause 

and effect.  

• Language Development: Cooking offers the opportunity to develop language 

development by linking it to all other areas, including Mathematics, Science, Social 

Studies, Arts, and Literacy. This is done by encouraging children to talk about what they 

are doing, counting, and watching materials change color, texture, and medium. 

Exploring the concept of STEM (STEM stands for Science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics) and Cooking. 

 

Fun Fact: Cruciferous veg- mainly broccoli and cauliflower which share many 

properties and are greatly helpful for our immune response system, Kaempferol 

which is a flavanol found in broccoli is helpful to reduce inflammation, reduce 

stress, and power drive antioxidant activities to work better reducing ROS (reactive 

oxygenated species). Fun fact Broccoli has more vitamin C then the world known 

staple orange. Broccoli 89mg per 100g, Orange 53mg per 100g.  

Please see vimeo video Adam preparing his famous pizza dough from scratch –  

 

https://vimeo.com/453184675/bca0b28070 

 

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR THE FAMILY TAKE HOME DINNERS…. 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/453184675/bca0b28070


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL LEADER  

Emma 

 

As life has been stressful for all during the pandemic 

there are some things to remember, the first is to 

look after yourself.  

We are always a call away for families who need to 

have a chat or information about anything they are 

worried about. (please contact us) 

This situation can be stressful – regardless of your 

age. To look after the people you love, you also 

need to look after yourself. 

If you notice that you're feeling anxious, take some 

time to calm down before having a conversation or 

answering your child's questions. 

If you're feeling worried, tell your child that you will 

find some information and talk to them soon. 

The following resources are also available to support 

your mental health and wellbeing: 

▪ Headspace – for family and friends  

▪ Beyondblue – COVID19 

▪ Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 

outbreak 

▪ Parentline 

 

 

Our Champion Team are  

Sonya, Beata, Lien 

Our Casual Team are 

Katie 

Columbia Park ELC will be 

building our very own 

Spoonville to welcome all 

the children and families 

back to the ELC. 

 

Please complete the form 

using the link  

 

https://forms.office.com/P

ages/ResponsePage.aspx

?id=JueCoN0dQ0anp_Wo

0YAwV33H3CcX421EvcjQ_

KLhtfRURVZMMFlZSTZVUVZ

HRzQ5T1FLNFlGRllDRS4u 

 

We have over 100 

wooden spoons available 

to purchase at $2.00 each 

to get us started!! 

 

If your child has 

completed their spoons 

for spoonville please 

return asap we will be 

starting our spoonville 

garden this week. 

Stay informed: about Covid 19  

• Visit the DHHS website dedicated 
to coronavirus (COVID-
19): www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus. 

• Call the coronavirus (COVID-19)  hotline 
if you suspect you have coronavirus 
(COVID-19)  on 1800 675 398. 

• VicEmergency website and app.  

• DHHS Facebook and Twitter. 

• VicEmergency Facebook and Twitter.  

 

https://headspace.org.au/friends-and-family/life-issues/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.lifeline.org.au/get-help/topics/mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.lifeline.org.au/get-help/topics/mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/services-for-parents/Pages/parentline.aspx
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JueCoN0dQ0anp_Wo0YAwV33H3CcX421EvcjQ_KLhtfRURVZMMFlZSTZVUVZHRzQ5T1FLNFlGRllDRS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JueCoN0dQ0anp_Wo0YAwV33H3CcX421EvcjQ_KLhtfRURVZMMFlZSTZVUVZHRzQ5T1FLNFlGRllDRS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JueCoN0dQ0anp_Wo0YAwV33H3CcX421EvcjQ_KLhtfRURVZMMFlZSTZVUVZHRzQ5T1FLNFlGRllDRS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JueCoN0dQ0anp_Wo0YAwV33H3CcX421EvcjQ_KLhtfRURVZMMFlZSTZVUVZHRzQ5T1FLNFlGRllDRS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JueCoN0dQ0anp_Wo0YAwV33H3CcX421EvcjQ_KLhtfRURVZMMFlZSTZVUVZHRzQ5T1FLNFlGRllDRS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JueCoN0dQ0anp_Wo0YAwV33H3CcX421EvcjQ_KLhtfRURVZMMFlZSTZVUVZHRzQ5T1FLNFlGRllDRS4u
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
http://emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://vicemergency.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/230492607-What-is-the-VicEmergency-app-a
https://www.facebook.com/VicGovDHHS/
https://twitter.com/VicGovDHHS
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT/GUARDIAN FEEDBACK 

 

Quality Improvement Plan 

The aim of a Quality Improvement Plan is to help providers self-assess their 

performance in delivering quality education and care, and to plan future 

improvements. 

Quality Area 2 – Children's health and safety 

The aim of Quality Area 2 under the National Quality Standard is to safeguard and 

promote children’s health and safety, minimise risks and protect children from harm, 

injury and infection. 

 

All children have the right to experience quality education and care in an 

environment that provides for their physical and psychological wellbeing and provides 

support for each child’s growing competence, confidence and independence. 

 

Family Review – How did the centre perform during Covid-19 pandemic?  

 

What made families confident that their child was in a safe environment?  

 

How did we do by minimising the risk of Covid-19? 

 

What precautions did the centre take to protect from illness? 

 

Was there enough valuable information about Covid-19 given to families? 

 

What could be improved?  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID 19 SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY  

Thank you all for everything you are doing to help our communities through these 

unprecedented times. 

Covid 19 –  

The following have been emailed please let me know if you would like a hard copy 

• Covid 19 Policy version 5 (currently being reviewed) 

• Covid 19 Safe Plan 

• A letter for families returning to the centre from Monday 28th September  

• The Covid 19 assessment form which families MUST complete before returning to 

the centre on Monday 28th September (Thank you to the families who have already 

returned the form to us) 

 

Some helpful tips for families: 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) reopening roadmap: Metro Melbourne 

https://www.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covid-19-reopening-roadmap-metro-melbourne 

 

Our Covid – 19 compliance officer will greet families at the door, taking your child 

temperature and taking any information you have for your child’s educator. The 

children are definitely very good at having their temperature taken.  

  

Mandatory face coverings - 

•          A face covering is not required in some circumstances including: 

•          Infants and children under the age of 12 years. 

•          A person who is affected by a relevant medical condition, including problems 

with their    breathing, a serious condition of the face, a disability or a mental health 

condition. 

•          Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing, where the ability to see the mouth is 

essential for communication. 

 

Social Distancing - 

•          Maintaining 1.5metres distancing in the foyer and out of the of the foyer. 

 

Hygiene Practices - 

•          Sanitise before using the tablets. 

•          It is important that your children wash their hands after being at the early 

learning centre.  

 

Minimise congregation in the foyer strategy -  

We strongly encourage families to call us before coming to collect their child in the 

evenings to minimise the amount of families in the foyer and have a more efficient 

transition home time.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covid-19-reopening-roadmap-metro-melbourne

