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Management Robyn and Cathy 

Acknowledgement of Country  

Columbia Park Early Learning Centre acknowledges the Woi wurrung 

people specifically the Wurundjeri people and Boon wurrung clans as 

the traditional owners of the land on which the Centre stands.  

Columbia Park Early Learning Centre respectfully recognises Elders 

both past and present and the Elders from other communities.  

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the new year. Welcome back to those families re-joining us and welcome to our 

new families.  

Few friendly reminders. 

Door Code - Please ensure you are still not letting in others into the centre that you do 

not know.  

 

Breakfast for the children is between 7.00am-8.00am. 

 

Absent days - Please be aware our policy states that is important for you to let us know 

if your child is not coming for the day especially for special requirements in the kitchen 

for the chef.  

 

Children should be at the Centre by 9.30am unless otherwise arranged with 

management.   

Your child must be brought into their allocated room, where there are teachers and 

made aware of your child’s arrival so that information can be exchanged. 

If your child is not here by 10.00am your child’s room teacher or management will give 

you a courtesy call.  

 

Our Committee Members are  

President – Kimberly 

Vice-President Clare 

Secretary – Hollie 

Treasurer – Dheepa 

General Committee Members – Natasha, Michelle, Beryl, Jie, Elizabeth. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wombat Room 6mths – 2.5 years  

Kerry C, Lien and Sandy  

Hello to our families.  

Well it’s March already and the children have settled now and have 

formed those trusting relationships with their educators. They have a 

sense of comfort and security in their environment here. This enables 

them to gain confidence to explore play experiences, interact with 

others, to develop and learn.   

At the moment we have extended on the children’s interests such as 

sand play, role play in home corner with dolls, cars, ball play, animal 

stories and songs, puzzles and blocks. As well as following these 

interests, the resources that we provide are also there to help support 

their development. This includes tabletop experiences and push toys 

for our pre walkers. Manipulative activities to build on fine motor skills. 

Songs, rhymes, books and social play to extend on communication.  

Ball play and balancing for gross motor. Also encouraging self -help 

skills to build on independence and confidence.  

Now that Summer is over, and we move toward the cooler weather we 

ask that you provide suitable clothing to accommodate this. We will still 

engage in outdoor play in cold and wet weather so please always 

send jackets and a warm hat as well as changes of clothes including 

socks. Also please make sure they have shoes to suit this weather. Gum 

boots can also be brought in as an extra pair of shoes (They will need 

to change out of them when climbing on the climbing equipment). For 

the crawlers supplying thick or waterproof pants just for outdoor play 

can help from having to go through too many changes of pants.  

Finally, we would love to continue to build a sense of belonging here 

and make connections of the children’s home life with their setting 

here. We are asking families to supply a family photo that we can 

display here in the room for the children to look at. This can be a photo 

supplied or one can be emailed to the centre. Thank you to the 

families that have done so already as the children love looking at their 

own photos as well as those of their friends. And please remember you 

can approach any of the staff in the room if you have any thing you 

would like to discuss about your child, the program or anything else in 

the room or centre. 

Thankyou  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joey room 2 – 3.5 years  

Renee, Tiffany, Claire and Yee Ling 

 Welcome to the Joeys room, we have begun the year focused on 

building positive, trusting relating relationships with the children and 

making them feel safe, secure and supported. As the weeks have past 

and we are into March we have been guiding children in their self-help 

skills during routines. We have been supporting children to practice 

good hand washing skills before we eat, after nappy changes/toileting 

and other times of the day, and therefore encouraging children to take 

increasing responsibility for their own health and wellbeing.  

We are learning to identify self through lunchtime picture cards at the 

table and calling children by name. Children are also beginning to 

build friendships within the group. We are also starting to talk more 

about feelings and focus more on communication and social 

interactions with Educators and other children. 

Thank you for feedback and input into the program. We greatly 

appreciate and value it. 

Thank you for sharing your gorgeous children with us, we always look 

forward to continuous play and learning with your children. 

From the Joey Team 

 

 

 

 

Educational Leader – Emma  

Developing early numeracy skills 

Children begin to develop numeracy skills from a very early age.  

You can introduce maths skills and ideas into everyday activities with your child to 

help build early numeracy. 

Children learn best when they’re interested in something.  

If your child is doing something he’s particularly interested in – whether it involves 

dinosaurs, dolls, cars, building, insects or whatever – you can use and explore 

maths concepts with him while he plays. 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/developing_early_numeracy_skills.html 

 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/developing_early_numeracy_skills.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possum Room 3 – 4.5 years  

Lyn and Jenny  

Welcome to the Possum room for 2020.  

Possum children have settled into the room and are developing relationships with their 

peers and educators. We have been scaffolding our self-help skills and our independence. 

By choosing a locker each day and placing drink bottles on the trolley when going outside. 

We also learnt some songs in Chinese. Heads shoulder Knees and Toes. We also learnt how 

to count to 10 in Japanese. 

In January we celebrated Chinese New Year and Australia day. We made dumpling with 

grandparents and some families brought in decorations to share with us all. 

Australia Day the children had the opportunity to choose which flag they would like to 

construct. We then discussed the different Australian Flags.  

While playing outside the children discovered some insects.  We then set up an area with 

bugs and had a book with insects for the children to discover more about what they look 

like and what parts of the body they have. 

We have been exploring what happens when we don’t wash our hands by touching a 

slice of bread with dirty hands, hand that they thought were but not washed and the 

hands that were washed. We also spoke about the emergency services that have been 

involved in the bushfires and setup the fire truck for the children explore and helping to 

extend on their language. 

We are seeing the children’s friendship develop and children working together. We have 

been exploring staying healthy eating healthy food, drinking water and washing our 

hands. We are taking safe risks while climbing, balancing and jumping which is developing 

their increasing complex gross motor skills. 

We are working on our emotions. We have been reading stories about our different 

emotions and looking in the mirror and drawing what emotion we are feeling today. We 

are also covering shapes and colours. 

Reminders: please check basket out the front of the room for clothes that need  

to find their home. 

 A complete change of clothes each day including socks. Please remember to label all the 

clothing  

Raincoats and gumboots for rainy days as we will be going outside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BILBY/KINDER  

ROOM 4 – 6 years 

Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

BILBY TEACHERS HOURS 

Kinder Teacher - Emma  

 8.30- 1.36 p.m Teaching hours 

2.06-4.36 p.m Non-Contact hours 

Full time during school holidays 

 Diploma Qualified Educators – Full Time 

Jessica and Tanya   

WALKING EXCURSION TO WOOLWORTHS- shopping and making afternoon tea   

Kindergarten program excursion goals; 

-The children in their small groups (5-6 children to maximise learning and 

encouraging each child’s voice to be heard) will work together to discuss an 

idea for an afternoon tea. The group will then research and agree on the 

menu item/s and be responsible for the whole process; purchasing, 

preparing/ cooking and serving their ingredients/recipe. 

-They will scaffold their numeracy and literacy development as they create 

their own shopping list detailing the items, they will be responsible for 

purchasing & carrying. They will research and write/mark making or observe 

the teacher writing the names of their ingredients and write the cost on their 

paper. They can also draw picture/s of their items, cut them out of 

catalogues or research and print the picture from the internet. We will then 

count out how much money they will need (learning about dollars and cents 

and counting). Whilst engaging in open, reflective conversations promoting 

learning regarding healthy eating and wellbeing. 

-They will scaffold their awareness of pedestrian safety as we engage in 

discussions and practise using the road safety message; Stop, Look, Listen 

Think! The other key safety message that you always hold an adult’s hand 

when you cross the road will also be practised.  

-Each child will be responsible for finding the ingredients listed on their 

shopping list; discussing food groups and finding ingredients aisle numbers, 

counting how many they need, and enhancing problem solving/resilience if 

we can’t find the ingredient; verbalising their needs for assistance from shop 

workers.  

-Each child will then scan and pay for their own items (discussions about 

money, addition/subtraction and turn taking) using the self-service check out 

and carry their items back to CPELC. The wallet, money and bag will be 

supplied by CPELC for the child to be responsible for on the day.  

-They will then be responsible preparing their recipe; cutting, peeling, mixing, 

cooking or constructing. This scaffolds their sense of agency, fine motor 

development, confidence, responsibility, active listening and willingness to 

accept new challenges.  

 



  

Woolworths Excursion  

▪  

 

  

BUSH KINDER  

We run weekly Bush Kinder from Columbia Park ELC; they explore, investigate 

and discover; termites and eggs sacs, spider webs, bark, draw and write in the 

dirt and leaving the area the way we found it (respecting habitats). They 

collaborate as they rebuilt the bark/branch shelter and we talked about how 

the Aboriginals lived off the land and they called it a Gunyah.  

We promote considered risk taking as they climb trees, play and seek out new 

challenges. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Team our New 

Chef 

Sunny  

Menu – Website  

http://www.columbiaparkelc.com.au 

Popular Recipe  

https://heas.health.vic.gov.au/early-

childhood-services/recipes/pikelets 

 

 

 

 

 

Hubhello  

All rooms are publishing their 

daily reflections and 

educational program on 

Hubhello. 

Please let us know if you require 

login details. 

Our Champion Team are  

Tania D, Beata, Sonya, Cynthia, Kerry M, Heidi. 

We welcome Kate to join our Team of Champions. 

Our Casual Team are 

Katie Jess B and welcome Isobel to our team of casual team.  

http://www.columbiaparkelc.com.au/
https://heas.health.vic.gov.au/early-childhood-services/recipes/pikelets
https://heas.health.vic.gov.au/early-childhood-services/recipes/pikelets


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Reduce your risk of coronavirus  

WASH your hands often with soap and running water, for at least 20 

seconds. Dry with paper towel or hand dryer.  

TRY not to touch your eyes, nose or mouth.  

COVER your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or 

sneeze. If you don’t have a tissue cough or sneeze into your upper 

sleeve or elbow.  

STAY at home if you feel sick. If you take medication make sure you 

have enough.  

PHONE your doctor or the hotline – 1800 675 398 – if you need 

medical attention. They will tell you what to do.  

CONTINUE healthy habits: exercise, drink water, 

get plenty of sleep. 

WEARING a face mask is not necessary if 

you are well. 

BUY an alcohol-based hand sanitiser 

with over 60% alcohol 

Find out more  

www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus  

If you are concerned, call the  

Coronavirus hotline 1800 675 398 (24 hours)  

Please keep Triple Zero (000) for emergencies only  

To receive this publication in an accessible format email COVID-

19@dhhs.vic.gov.au  

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury 

Place, Melbourne.  

© State of Victoria, March 2020. (2001628_v1) 

All tours, visitors from the general public, incursion and 

excursions have been cancelled and will be rescheduled 

for later in the year to reduce the risk of the Covid-19 

infection control.  


