
Newsletter Term 4 2020                                                                               
 

What a year it has been…… 

This has been such a touch year even though the year has been challenging the 

children and educators have achieved so much. Please see below in the newsletter all 

the educational experiences the children have participated and learnt in term 4.  

We farewell some of our Columbia park families and many our Bilby/Kinder families who 

are off to school in 2021. Thank you for choosing us for your child’s early learning 

journey.  

Closure Dates  

The children’s last day is Tuesday 22nd December.  

Those who are returning with us in 2021 – the children’s first day back is Wednesday 6th 

January 2021. 

Thank you to our 2020 Management of Committee. We say farewell to some committee 

members who have been with us for many years.  

Our 2021 Committee Members are -  
President – Mahyar Nasabi 
Vice President – Micheal Wos 
Secretary – Greg Kroussoratsky 
Treasurer - Melanie Stone 
General Committee Members  
Natasha Chung – Voon 
AJ Tseu 
Beryl Chen 
Michelle Tuchin 
Badari Bingi 
Jie Zhu  
 
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas & Happy Hanukkah. 

Looking forward to 2021. 

Robyn and Cathy 

Management  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

REMINDERS 

• Complete your online hubhello portal enrolment form which complies of all the 
Critical info My identity My heath My world.  

• Authorisation forms use the link in the emails previously sent for the room your 
child will be in (let me know if you need me to resend this link) 

• All fees must be paid by 18th December 2020 which will cover the first 2 weeks of 
January 2021 

• Please keep update to with our Covid safe plan and policies so that we are 
complying any regulations set. 

 
 
 
Belonging at Columbia Park ELC for 2021 

Please send through a family photo for your child  

Send any photos of family celebrations, holidays etc that you want to share with 

us that you take over the holiday period.  

Photos helps your child have a sense of belonging and will be available to bond 

with their educators about some of the things they might have done….  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgement of Country

 

Columbia Park Early Learning Centre 

acknowledges the Woi wurrung 

people specifically the Wurundjeri 

people and Boon wurrung clans as 

the traditional owners of the land on 

which the Centre stands.  Columbia 

Park Early Learning Centre 

respectfully recognises Elders both 

past and present and the Elders 

from other communities.  

 

 

 

 

Services support help line 

below 



 
 
 

2021 Room Placements 

 

Wombat Room - 

Kerry C - Lead Educator 

Jess 

Sonya and Beata in the interim until new educator is employed 

 

Joey Room 

Renee - Lead Educator 

Jenny 

Tania D/Kate (job sharing) 

 

Possum/3 yrs Kinder Room 

Aimee 3 yrs old Kinder Teacher/Lead Educator 

Claire/Yee Ling (job sharing) 

 

Bilby/4 yrs Kinder Room 

Emma 4yrs Kinder Teacher/Educational Leader 

Lyn - Sustainability Champion 

Looking to employ new educator 

 

Champions 

Kerry M 

Heidi 

Cynthia 

Chamari 

 

Chef 

Adam 

 

Casual Educators 

Katie 

Rhiannon 

 

Parental Leave 

Lien 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wombat Room 6mths – 2.5 years  

Kerry C, Tania D and Kate  

Well can you believe this is our end of year newsletter and what a year it has been. Who would 

have imagined what a year it would have turned out to be? Despite the difficulties and disruptions, 

the Wombat children adapted and still built on their development and learning. Our online 

learning sessions were a great way to stay connected to our families who were not able to attend 

through isolation. Our families were also great at adjusting to the ongoing changes to how things 

operated here at the centre. This helped to keep us all safe.  

We as educators are so fortunate to have the opportunity to be a such a big part of supporting the 

children and working with families to help nurture and foster each individual child’s learning 

journey. 

Some of the children will be moving up to the Joey’s next year. To help with transition we have 

been encouraging children to become more independent through the daily routine. This includes 

adapting their routine to be more like the Joey’s such as drinking from open cups, gathering hats, 

shoes and helping to pack up beds etc.  

We thank all the families who supported our virtual Art show and purchased their children’s 

artwork. This is a great fundraiser to help purchase resources for all the children to benefit from. 

We are sure you are all proud of your child’s creations. 

In the room the children have been engaging in activities promoting language such as lots of 

dramatic play, music and movement, stories and art and craft.  

Outside sand and water play are always the favourites which is great for the warmer weather and 

of course there are so many developmental benefits from this kind of play. Remember you can 

send a rashie sun top or suit for your child to wear outside. 

So as the end of the year draws closer, we would like to thank all our families for intrusting us with 

the care and education of your precious children. It has been an absolute pleasure to foster the 

children’s learning and development. 

Thank you for a great year. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joey room 2 – 3.5 years  

Renee, Aimee, Claire and Yee Ling 

Term 4 in the Joey's room we happily welcomed the return of all the children as COVID restrictions 

eased. You have been through a lot this year but as this year ends, we sadly say goodbye to the 

Joeys room. Most of the children will be moving up into the Possum room with Aimee as their 

Kinder Teacher with an awesome year ahead.  

The past two months we have learnt about sustainability and also the worm farm, where the 

children have been putting fruit scraps in. We are also learning about our environment through 

Bush Kinder and looking after our herb/fruit and vegetable garden. At Bush Kinder the children are 

exploring a different area each time we go and discover new things. The children are also climbing 

the trees and using their gross motor skills. We always go over dog safety skills and acknowledge 

the Wurundjeri people, the traditional owners of the land. 

Over the two months, we have been celebrating and doing cultural traditions that have 

incorporated into our program, 

Halloween, NAIDOC week, Remembrance Day, Diwali, Thanksgiving. 

The children have also been learning to sign language 'I can sing a rainbow' and the ‘Alphabet’ in 

small groups. 

Thank you for your support in purchasing the wonderful creative art pieces your child has made. 

They had so much fun doing it and so very proud of it too. The common phrase was "Can you put it 

in my bag?".  

We have also been encouraging self-help skills from putting on own socks and shoes, to toileting 

and applying own sunscreen with role-modelling and guidance. 

Joeys, this year we have watched you learn and grow, and we thank you for letting us be a part of 

your learning journey. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BILBY/KINDER ROOM 4 – 6 years 

Emma, Jess and Tanya W 

We have had a very different year in the Bilby room this year and its fantastic to see all 

our friends return to CPELC. They all settled with ease and were so excited! They 

enjoyed playing, learning and re-connecting with each other.  

 

Transition to Primary School- It’s that time of year where our Kinder friends are 

heading off to school next year. The children are very eager to be finally being able to 

attend transition sessions at their Primary School. Some of their teachers have also 

come to visit. We will miss all our friends going off the Primary School and hopefully 

they will come and visit us next year. 

Possum Room 3 – 4.5 years  

 

What a busy time we have had.  It is lovely to see all the children back. We have all settled back into the routine. Bush 

kinder has been very popular with the children taking more safe risks. We are seeing them climb higher in the trees 

and using the branches as swings. Exploring the ground and finding insects, spider webs. We enjoy hearing the birds 

and are learning the names of them. As you all know we have created master pieces for the art show. We have been 

reading and discussing water safety at home, pool, beach and farms the children were overly excited to participate 

and were proud of what they created. We have been asking the children to identify the first letter of their names, 

most children are able to identify the first letter and we are working on the second letter in their names. Throughout 

these last months, we have seen the children grow and become very confident in what they do within the room. 

Friendships are building and group play is building, this is encouraging negotiation skills and communication skills. 

While outside the children are taking safe risks and are very proud of what they are achieving. 

 

Thank you to all for a wonderful year. We know it has been a hard year for us all with the covid-19 but we have been 

safe and we do appreciate what the families have done throughout this time. 

 

We hope that you all get to be with your families for Christmas. We wish you a Merry Christmas a wonderful and the 

best New Year for 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bush Kinder- What a year at Bush Kinder. They continually amaze us and each other 

as they explore, engage and share their new achievements. Whether it’s discovery sap, 

climbing and swinging from the high branch or observing new flowers/plant changes. 

We introduced games like scarecrow and chain link tiggy which the children are now 

independently playing. As you can see in the photo, they use rhymes to decide who is 

going to be it. 

 

 

 

 

Diwali- We recognized and celebrated Diwali. 

The children coloured and/or created their own 

Rangoli patterns using coloured sand on paper 

and chalk outside. We read books and watched 

traditional dancing, practiced some of the 

moves and enjoyed a delicious curry for lunch.  

Remembrance Day - We 

read the book, "Lest We Forget" to enhance their awareness 

of Remembrance Day. We listened to the Last Post played on 

a Bugle and we dedicate a minute of silence at 11 a.m. for 

those who died in war, especially soldiers from as far back as 

World War I.   We looked at images on the shrine and painted 

poppies. Poppies are worn by millions as a symbol to 

remember all of the people who 

have given their lives for their 

country on 11 November. It 

marks the day World War One 

ended, at 11am on the 11th day 

of the 11th month, in 1918. 

 



Art show- We hope you all enjoyed viewing the amazing 

slide show displaying all the children’s artistic creations. 

We used different mediums such as clay, collage 

materials, paint, and textas.  

Halloween- We also celebrated Halloween where some 

of the children wore a costume, we did face painting, 

created play spaces and thy created their own skeletons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAIDOC WEEK- We embed Australian Aboriginal education into a educational 

program. This week the children are creating their own paint as they test out different 

rocks and add water. They are continuing to learn about the Wurundjeri symbols 

provided to us by Murrindindi; Aboriginal Elder as they drew using sticks and other 

natural materials.We watched a video from Murrindindi's previous visit to CPELC as 

they listened to the Didgeridoo being played, how they made balls and coats from 

possum and kangaroo fur, how needled are made rocks and how they carved out bowls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising ARTSHOW 2020 

Thank you to the families who supported our annual Art Show 

which raised funds to support in purchasing educational 

experiences for the children and educational program.  

Our art show is complied with many aspects such as viewing each 

as an artist and looking at each child learning journey vs the end 

product. 

Each individual child was so proud of their art pieces. 

If you haven’t purchased your child’ s art pieces its not too late.  

Please let management know or your child’s educator.  



 

 

Kitchen   

Qualified Chef and Qualified Registered Nutritionist  

Adam Saffron 

An educational note - As we come to the end of the year, we have progressed a lot along side with me here in 

the kitchen, collaborating together with the children and educators and in turn with me to cater and provide 

nutritious food which meets our Healthy Eating Advisory Service for Long Day Care Centres program. Which is 

now highly reflected with the children complementing and enjoying food a lot more regularly, and this area is 

very important as some times as adults we often get used to a certain pallet which is not suitable or accepted  by 

many children , so being able to do this and meet our programs needs is a very big plus as well as educational for 

the children progressively trying new things and adapting with food choices, some examples of how to hide your 

veggies and sneak them in would be: Bolognese, tuna bake, tuna patty, baked loafs, chew mien, stroganoff, 

stew, soups, and so on. Whilst regularly children have resistance to green vegetables and having them in a 

format that is hidden from the naked eye brings a compromise to loving these foods.  

 

Fun times in the kitchen sub way station-  

Another highlight which happen this month was with early December the children come around to the kitchen 

bench (Bilby, Possum) and choose their sandwiches ingredients that they wanted in them just like a subway 

station accept the choices where more wholesome and healthy respectably, this was a fun and educational 

experience to some in accordance to their choices, with a little talk from me and a little muck around here and 

there the children had lots of fun and giggles doing this, sponging in some information along the way and 

opening their eyes to more possibilities. I did find it interesting when one of the children had a vegemite tomato, 

egg, cheese, carrot sandwich best part was they loved it and ate the entire sandwich coming back for another 

round. 

Introduction to Zucchini-  

A lot of us think Zucchini is a vegetable and throughout time we have been more commending it’s availability 

and knowing it as a vegetable, however it is actually a young fruit that belongs to the Cucurbitaceae plant family 

these are solid green on the outside and white on the inside, also has another brother/sister in the family called 

courgettes these are white/green stripes and white on the outside they are slightly sweeter than our standard 

zucchini.  

Zucchini- are great source of fibre vitamins A, C, K, and antioxidants lutein and zeaxanthin which are highly 

beneficial for our eyes, sleep, rest and digest functions. 

Some extra special points with zucchini and these are found in high amounts in the green skin.Vitamin K- is very 

important in helping are blood clot. 

Potassium- helps regulate our blood pressure.  

Manganese- helps regulation of brain and nerve functions.  

 

 

  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL LEADER Emma 

CHEF Adam 

Back-to-school lunchboxes 

Kids eat around a THIRD of their daily food intake at school. Providing a balanced lunchbox goes a long 

way in shaping their health and helps kids concentrate and learn better at school. To get the balance 

right, think food from each of the five food groups.  

Here are some great ideas to get started: 

• Grain foods - wholegrain crackers, all types of bread, pasta, rice. 

• Fruit - fresh whole fruits or cut up and placed in a container, tinned or dried fruit.  

• Vegetables - cherry tomatoes, capsicum sticks, snow peas, baby corn spears, salads in 

sandwiches, wraps or on their own. 

• Dairy - UHT plain milk poppers, cheese sticks, or a tub of yogurt. 

• Meat and alternatives - cold cuts of lean meat or shredded chicken; tinned fish such as tuna, 

salmon or sardines; boiled eggs, baked beans, hummus. 

 

Kids are more interested in eating food they have been involved in deciding or creating themselves. 

Children as young as preschool age can help pack their own lunchbox and select from a range of 

healthy choices on offer. Let them choose their own fruit when shopping and be sure to guide them to 

the healthier sections of the supermarket when making decisions for the lunchbox. Use the health star 

rating system to help find the healthier options. A good rule of thumb is to look for products with four 

or more stars.  

Older children can help prepare lunch dishes for the week ahead. Choose from snacks that keep well in 

an airtight container such as pita crisps, apricot bites or muesli slice. Recipes that can be stored in the 

freezer include mini muffins, savory scrolls, mini meatballs or chicken nuggets.   

For these recipes and more visit: www.healthylunchboxweek.org 

Try to choose foods that create less waste and minimize use of single use plastics. Using reusable 

containers, drink bottles or lunchboxes will limit litter on the playground and prevent waste going to 

landfill. Look for reusable lunchboxes and snack containers specifically designed to keep food fresh 

throughout the school day. 

• Use air-tight containers for packing cut up fruits or vegetable instead of single use plastic 

bags. 

• Place sandwiches in their own sandwich box – not only does it help to keep them fresh but 

prevents squished sandwiches ending up in the bottom of the school bag. 

Want to Learn More? As part of Healthy Lunchbox Week, Nutrition Australia have developed a Healthy 

Lunchbox Week website designed as a hub for lunchbox tips, recipes, factsheets and inspiration. Visit 

www.healthylunchboxweek.org 

Facebook: @NutritionAustralia 

Twitter: @NutritionAust 

Instagram: @NutritionAustralia 

#healthylunchboxweek 

http://www.healthylunchboxweek.org/
http://www.healthylunchboxweek.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

2021 will be an existing year for 

Columbia Park ELC 
 

We will be redeveloping our yards. Michael Wos will be coordinating the project. This 

initiative that will create great benefits for children and staff at the Centre. We have 

started to engage vendors for quotes. We are at the early stages of this process. 

 

Our very first ever 3 years old Kinder will commence in 2021. Aimee who has been 

with us for many years will be the 3 years old kinder teacher whist completing her 

Bachelor of Education. This will mean that for our school readiness the children will get 

2 years of kinder based formalised learning before they go to school. 

 

Our Lead Educators and Management will be to embarking and establishing our Be 

You Action Team by helping children to flourish. Action Teams are a central part of Be 

You. They help to build momentum and enthusiasm, bringing people together to create 

meaningful and long‑lasting change for everyone in your learning community. 

 

Please keep our 2021 Celebrations Calendar - 

If you would like to share your celebration with us, please let us know via our 

collaborations forms which will be sent with your child’s portfolios.  

The yearly calendar of events once finalised will be on our website. 

 

Parent input is and collaboration is always encouraged and matters to us.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s be SunSmart this Summer! 

 

 
 

 

 


