
CPELC 

UPCOMING DATES 

Wednesday 11th December 

- Kinder Graduation 

Mulgrave Country Club 

6.30pm 

 

Friday 20th December 

- Children’s last day 2019 

 

Tuesday 7th January 

- Children’s first day 2020 

 

 

COLUMBIA PARK ELC 
END OF YEAR NEWSLETTER  

DECEMBER 2019 

 

Wow its December 2019, the year has flown by in the blink of an 

eye.  The children have all grown so much and as I enjoy a final 

look through each child’s portfolio I an in awe of the amazing 

journey they children have shared with us at Columbia Park ELC.  

Over the coming weeks you will receive your child’s portfolio, 

please take time to read and enjoy; the staff will include a 

feedback form and we would really appreciate you time in 

completing this and returning it to us. 

 

Next week the Kindergarten children will be enjoying their 

graduation celebration.  It is a wonderful evening where we 

reflect on the year, the children perform a concert for their 

families and friends, they receive their graduation certificates and 

enjoy a disco afterwards. 

 

Last Friday evening we came together to enjoy a family Christmas 

party at Inflatable World.  Another great night where families and 

staff socialized whilst the children played and played.  

 

Sadly we will be fare welling our awesome Chef Adam at the end 

of the year.  He is taking the next step in achieving his dream of 

educating and implementing positive change in nutrition for 

children and people of all ages.  We wish Adam every success in 

his new endeavours. 

We look forward to welcoming our new Chef George who 

commences on 16.12.2019.  He comes highly recommended and 

with many years experience working in restaurants, hotels, aged 

care and catering exclusive events including at the Melbourne 

Cup both here in Australia and also in the UK. 

 

Office Jess’s contract is also ending.  She has chosen to finish on 

09.12.2019.  Jess has worked in the Assistant Manager position in 

2019 during Cathy’s parental leave.  Jess is looking forward to 

more travelling.  We wish her well and safety in her travels. 
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After many year at CPELC both Nakita and Maria are also moving 

on.  Both have been offered positions at a Centres closer to their 

homes.  We wish them well in their future dreams and endeavors. 

 

A huge thankyou to the staff team, the children and their families 

for supporting Columbia Park ELC during 2019. 

Best wishes for a truly amazing and safe festive season. 

Merry Christmas 

Happy Hanukkah 

Robyn 

REMINDERS 

• Please remember to sign your child in and out. This is a 

regulation requirement and it links directly to your subsidy 

entitlements and payments. 

• Please remember to inform us if your child is not attending 

for whatever reason.  This gives us an opportunity to try 

sell your child’s absent day to another family  

• Please ensure you send along a change of clothes in your 

child’s bag each day. 
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Wombat Room 

Well can you believe this is our end of year newsletter. 

The children have all grown, developed and learnt so much since the start of the year. We as 

educators are so fortunate to have the opportunity to be a part of this, working with families to help 

nurture and foster each individual child’s learning journey. 

Most of the children will be moving up to the Joey’s next year. To help with transition we have been 

encouraging children to become more independent through the daily routine. This includes 

adapting our routine to be more like the Joey’s daily routine. Older children will be practicing 

using tongs to choose their own fruit, serving themselves from a serving bowl at lunch, given 

opportunity to participate in a group time before lunch and then transitioning to the tables. Also 

promoting a sense of ownership within their environment here by packing away toys and 

resources when they have finished using them and helping as a group to help clean up and pack 

away when coming in from outside etc. 

We thank all the families who braved the awful weather to attend the Art show and everyone who 

purchased their children’s artwork. This is a great fundraiser to help purchase resources for all the 

children to benefit from. We are sure you are all proud of your child’s creations. 

In the room the children have been engaging in activities promoting language such as lots of 

dramatic play, music and movement, stories and art and craft. 

Outside sand and water play are always the favorites which is great for the warmer weather and of 

course there are so many developmental benefits from this kind of play. Remember you can send a 

rashie sun top or suit for your child to wear outside. 

So as the end of the year draws closer we would like to thank all our families for entrusting us with 

the care and education of your precious children. We have built such positive and trusting 

relationships with them all. It has been an absolute pleasure to foster their learning and 

development . 
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Can you believe it is the end of the year? And 

what a year it has been! It has been great to 

spend time with such a fun, easy going group 

of children. It has been amazing to see them 

learn and grow and looking back now it is 

evident how far they have come. 

 

In the Joey room we have been looking at 

numbers and letters. Children enhance their 

literacy and numeracy as they engage with 

them in their play, through puzzles, matching 

games and books. The children are beginning 

to recognise the first letter of their name and 

identify their name on their name tags and 

portfolios. The children have also been 

showing interest in basic shapes. After 

reading books about shapes with Jenny the 

children have enjoyed searching for and 

identifying shapes within the environment, for 

example the clock is circle. 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended the art 

show, it was a great evening and opportunity 

to celebrate the children’s accomplishments. 

The children put so much effort into each of 

their art pieces, which was evident in the 

pride they showed as they revealed them to 

their parents. 

 

Together we Celebrated Diwali, 

Remembrance Day, Halloween and 

Thanksgiving. Through celebrating different 

cultural events the children develop 

understanding and awareness of the 

diversity, culture and heritage of others. 

 

JOEY ROOM 
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Outside we observed that our apple tree has 

been growing flowers, together we discussed 

that the flowers are where the apple comes 

from and we engaged in learning opportunities 

about the life cycle of an apple seed. The 

children acted out from being little seeds in 

the soil to growing big like an apple tree and 

beginning to grow apples. 

 

With the weather beginning to warm up there 

has been lots of opportunities to play outside. 

With outdoor play comes gross motor and 

balance activities, games with balls, and a big 

favourite of the children’s – water play! 

Waterplay encourages the development of 

eye/hand coordination through pouring, 

squeezing, stirring, painting, scrubbing and 

squirting. Children strengthen their gross 

motor skills by running, climbing and jumping. 

 

At group time the children have been taking 

the opportunity to practice being future 

teachers! As they get up and sing a song or 

read a story to their peers, the children 

enchance their self-confidence and pride as 

they share with the group. We also loved 

having parents/grandparents come in and 

share with us, a story, a song or even a game, 

anything and anyone is welcome at any time. 

 

JOEY ROOM 

Worms have been a big part 

of the children’s learning over 

the past few months, after 

finding them out in the yard. 

The children observed that 

they have no legs or eyes, and 

that we can not see their 

mouths. The children helped 

contribute to the environment 

by adding our leftover 

vegetable and fruit scraps 

into the compost and worm 

farm, we sore lots of worms in 

there! 
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Possum Room 
This term we have implemented a Bush Kinder 

excursion with the children. Bush kinder has 

assisted children to accept new challenges and 

takes new risks, as they are climbing trees and 

explore the natural environment. Children 

have learnt to respect their environment as 

they use magnify glasses to take closer look at 

their new discoveries. 

 

We have been learning about dog awareness 

as we observe dogs on our way to bush kinder. 

The children have remembered to implement 

the following steps: 

1. Stop 

2. Hands by your side 

3. Look at the ground 

4. Quiet as a mouse 

 

This term we have also had the pleasure of a 

parent, who has taken the time in attending 

once a week to incorporate a multi-cultural 

experience with children, as she reads stories, 

plays games and sings songs in her home 

language of Chinese Mandarin. 

 

We have been learning about denial hygiene 

as we will be having a visit from the dentist on 

13th December. We have been learning about 

how to brush our teeth, how often and what 

foods we should eat sometimes. 

 

The possum staff would like to wish all the 

families a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year 2020. 

 


