
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 

TERM 1 |  MARCH 2019 

 

CELEBRATIONS 

Orthodox Easter – 28th April 

Ramadan – 5th May 

 

CLOSURE DATES 

Good Friday – Friday April 19th 

Easter Monday – Monday April 22nd 

ANZAC Day – Thursday April 25th 

 

EVENTS 

Mother’s Day and Special Person’s 

Evening – 8th May 

Non-Kinder Fees 
From Term 2, Monday 22nd of April, non-

kinder fees will be increasing to $105 a day. If 
you would like more information on why the 
fees are increasing, please refer to the email 

we sent out a few weeks ago. 
 

Please do not enter the building before 7am 
as we are not licensed to have children in 
our care before our opening time, 7am. 

 
Sign in/out: 

Please ensure you are signing your child in 
and out as sign/in out fees will apply. 

 
Door Code: 

The code for the door will be changed 
approx. every 6 months. Please do not give 

this code to anyone other then the people on 
your approved pick up list. Also, please do 

not open the door for any other person you 
do not know. We want to maintain a safe and 

secure environment for the children and 
want to ensure we know everyone who 

enters the centre. 
 
 

Thank you for such a positive start to 
2019. We look forward to continuing 
to build relationships and watching 

your child/ren grow and development 
through their journey here at 

Columbia Park ELC. 



 

Wombat Room 

Kerry C, Renee & Lien 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello to our families. Well it’s March already 

and the children are nice and settled now. They 

have formed trusting relationships with their 

educators and a sense of comfort and security 

in their environment here. This enables them to 

gain confidence to explore play experiences, 

interact with others, develop and learn. 

At the moment we have extended on their 

interests such as water and sand play, role play 

in home corner, cars, ball play, stories and 

songs. As well as following children’s interest we 

provide resources to support their 

development. This includes table top 

experiences and push toys for our pre walkers. 

Manipulative activities to build on fine motor 

skills. Songs, rhymes, books and social play to 

extend on communication.  Ball play and 

balancing for gross motor. Also encouraging 

self-help skills to build on independence and 

confidence. 

We would love to continue to build a sense of 

belonging here and make connections of the 

children’s home life with their setting here. We 

are asking families to supply a family photo we 

can create a family tree here in the room for the 

children to look at. This can be a photo supplied 

or one can be emailed to the centre. 

 



Joey Room 

Nakita, Jenny, Claire & Yee Ling 

 

 

It has been a great start to the year with the children settling in and exploring their new environment. The 

educators in the Joey room have been focusing on building and maintaining trusting relationships with the 

children and supporting and encouraging the children as they build relationships with their peers. Children 

have fun interacting and engaging with educators and their peers through playing, singing songs like “Baby 

Shark”  “Zoom Zoom We‘re Going to the Moon” and “sleeping bunnies” and dancing to these songs. 

We have been focused on the children’s sense of agency as we have been supporting and encouraging them 

to scaffold their independence; this includes pouring their own drinks at morning/ afternoon tea and lunch, 

using tongs to pick up fruit and other foods from the platters on the tables, scraping their bowls and plates 

after they have finished, using a face washer to wash their face, helping to pack up their beds, dressing 

themselves and toileting. 

We continually use books to support their social and emotional development. The Joeys have been involved in 

the topics regarding sharing and taking turns, showing sympathy and concern towards others. We continue to 

reinforce their conceptions of sharing and taking turns through various learning experiences throughout the 

day. The Joey children show a love for books and listening to stories, we are continually reading books over 

and over throughout the day, so much so they can just about read “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” 

independently 

We have had the opportunity to explore culture, background and tradition as we celebrated Australia Day, we 

read books about and explored all the different Australian animals, and Chinese New Year, we made lanterns 

and decorated the room, and this year is the year of the pig. 

Coming up in the Joey room we will be celebrating Easter, Orthodox Easter and Harmony Day. 

 



Possum Room 

Maria & Lyn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possum children have settled well into their 

new environment, as they built secure 

attachments with the educators with in the 

room. The possum children have been 

working towards their sense of agency this 

includes taking responsibility for their 

belongings, independence and self-help skills, 

setting and resetting their environments. 

The possums have been showing an interest 

in construction, stories, dramatic play, art 

and craft and sensory activities. To extend on 

their interests we have provided small and 

large groups experiences as they engage, in 

shared play and discussions. 

The children have been exploring the new 

outdoor environment as they accept new 

discoveries, and risk taking, using different 

climbing experiences. 

 



Educational Leader 
EDUCATIONAL LEADER: Emma Trezise  

 

LITERACY AND NUMERACY DEVELOPMENT  

I am regularly asked about how we teach the children literacy and numeracy within a play 

curriculum in an early childhood setting. We embed literacy and numeracy into our everyday 

practises, conversations and curriculum at CPELC. Have a conversation with our amazing 

educators and they can share the learning occurring with your child/ren’s room.  

Below is some information from “Play-based approaches to literacy and numeracy” by Luke 

Touhill (NQS PLP e-Newsletter No.66 2013) 

and the link for further information.   

 

The value of play 

“As the EYLF argues, play provides an important ‘context for learning’ where children are able 

to explore ideas, solve problems, make connections and engage with others (DEEWR, 2009, p. 

9). Play-based learning plays a crucial role in the development of literacy and numeracy. Both 

literacy and numeracy are forms of communication; ways in which we represent and share 

information with others about our world. Because literacy and numeracy are essential life skills, 

children need opportunities to use them (and to see them being used) in real life situations. 

Worksheets and other ‘formal’ teaching strategies tend to make learning abstract and dry. As 

Marcelle Holliday (Every Child, 2013, p. 9) argues, such ‘de-contextualised’ approaches can, for 

many children, make ‘learning more difficult’. In contrast, when children are exposed to literacy 

and numeracy learning through hands-on, practical and play-based experiences, they are more 

likely to engage meaningfully and successfully with them. 

As children play at shopping in the home corner, using play money and a cash register, they 

begin to engage with counting, addition, subtraction and various other mathematical concepts. 

Similarly, when children ‘read’ a recipe and measure out ingredients as part of a cooking 

experience, they are working with ideas about volume, quantity and measurement and learning 

how procedural texts work. Such experiences allow children to connect with literacy and 

numeracy at their own pace and to use their ideas and language in contexts that mirror real 

life.”  ( Touhill, L. 2013, p1-2) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy and numeracy from birth 

“While our focus on literacy and numeracy will often be stronger in the preschool years it is 

important to remember that literacy and numeracy learning begin from birth. For those who 

work with children under four there is still much to be done. Although it may not look much like 

the literacy and numeracy work we engage in with older children, these interactions provide 

the foundation for children’s later learning.  

The use of language in all its forms is vital for literacy development. Singing, talking and reading 

with babies and toddlers, as well as older children, is crucial. The more children hear language 

used, and the more opportunities they have to use it themselves, the more they learn about 

how it works. When the time comes for written literacy this understanding of oral or spoken 

language is invaluable.  

For infants and babies, nursery rhymes, songs, picture books and to-and-fro conversations are 

all good examples of ‘literacy experiences’. As they become mobile and more able to explore 

their world children also begin to understand spatial relationships and distance—key 

mathematical concepts. Opportunities to climb over, under and through, as well as to look at 

the world from different perspectives, all contribute to the development of spatial awareness. 

Incidental counting and measurement experiences help to introduce children to the concepts of 

number and quantity. 

When children begin ‘making marks’ and incorporating symbols— letters, numbers and 

personal symbols—in their communications, we know they are grasping the idea that ‘marks 

carry messages”. 

http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/nqsplp/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/NQS_PLP_E-

Newsletter_No66.pdf 
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