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To Columbia Park ELC Families, 

Thank you for supporting us with our move to the digital sign in. 
It’s been relatively smooth transition and the few hiccups have 
been solved quickly. If we could please ask, if you could let the 
educators in the room know what your expected pick up time 
will be and who will be picking up. This helps us ensure that 
your child is ready to go home when you come in and also 
supports us to ensure we have the appropriate staff ratios 
onsite. 

Please keep an eye on your emails as in the coming weeks we 
will be changing the pin code to the front door. 

If you ever have any feedback for educators or management, 
please let us know. We’re always here to make improvements so 
please do not hesitate to send us an email or come in and see 
us. Even if this is to just provide some positive feedback to the 
educators to ensure they feel appreciated. 

We look forward to a positive and busy second half of the year. 

Thank you. 

 

Public Holidays: 

27th September – Grand Final 
Eve Public Holiday 

5th November – Melbourne 
Cup Day 

 

Closure Dates: 
Friday 20th December – 

Children’s Last Day 
Tuesday 7th January – 

Children’s First Day Back 
 

Events: 
26th July – Police Visit 

12th August – Murrundindi 
Incursion 

29th August – Father’s Day 
Evening 

2nd – 6th September – 
Superhero Week 

15th October – Traffic School 
Excursion 

11th December – Kinder 
Graduation Concert 

 

 
 

  



 

Wombat Room 
 
Hello to our families, 

In the Wombat Room we have been extending on 
children’s communication development by providing 
recourses and experiences that help support this. 
Activities such as dramatic play with different props, 
familiar songs and rhymes, books and stories, 
creative arts as well as educator’s role modelling 
language and sounds. It’s amazing to see how well 
they are progressing at their individual stages.  
Also, we continue to scaffold self -help and motor 
skills to assist in building independence and 
confidence.  

 

We like to thank the families that have provided us 
with a family photo and family reflections to put up 
on our wall.  We really encourage this as the 
children absolutely love looking at their own photos 
as well as their friend’s. This creates a sense of 
belonging here and connects the children’s home 
life with their environment here. Also if any families 
would like to contribute to the program in any way 
in the Wombat Room, we would love to have you. 
It could be a skill you would like to share or just to 
spend a few minutes reading or singing to the 
children.   

Thankyou  

Kerry, Renee and Lien 

 

 



 

        Joey Room 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the past three months the Joey 
children have continued to explore 

diversity in culture and tradition as we 
celebrate different holidays and 

special occasions. These include 
Easter, Greek Easter, Mother’s Day, 

Harmony Day, ANZAC Day and 
Reconciliation Week. As the children 

explore through activities and 
learning opportunities they gain 

understanding of the world in which 
they live and become aware of 
connections, similarities and 
differences between people. 

In the Joey room we participated in 
National Simultaneous Story Time. 
National Simultaneous Story time 
(NSS) is an annual campaign that 

aims to encourage more young 
Australians to read and enjoy books. 

Our aim is to promote the value of 
reading and literacy. Reading is vital 

for developing literacy, a good 
vocabulary and a vivid imagination. 
Educators encourage and support 

children developing literacy 
understandings through reading to 

them, as well as in their play. 
Together we read ‘Alpacas with 

Maracas’. 

 

Throughout Food Allergy Week we 
read books and engaged in 

discussions with children about food 
allergies and the affect they can have 

on different people. Food Allergy 
Week is an important annual initiative 

of Allergy & Anaphylaxis Australia 
that aims to raise awareness about 

food allergy in Australia, to help 
reduce the risk of a reaction for those 

living with food allergy and to help 
manage potentially life-threatening 
emergencies when they happen. 

Food Allergy Week runs from 26 May 
-1 June 2019 and calls on all 

Australians to Be Aware and Show 
You Care by getting involved with this 

year’s activities. We spoke with the 
children the importance of knowing 
your food allergy, being aware of 

others around you, not sharing food 
and not bringing food in to the centre. 

The Joey children have been 
continuing to enhance their self-help 

skills and independence with 
guidance and support from 

educators. The children seek out and 
accept new challenges as they 

enhance their problem-solving skills 
with puzzles becoming more and 
more difficult, engage in complex 

gross motor and balance activities as 
they climb over the foam gym within 
the room and jump from the planks 

outside. 

 



 
 

    Possum Room 
 

 

In term 2 the possum children have 
been focusing on the following 

interests, 

Name writing, as it was adult initiated 
as children write their names in their 
Mother’s Day cards. We have now 
observed children independently 

extending on their literacy skills as 
they use their name tags to write their 
names independently on their artwork 

as they now begin to recognise 
different letters and words, in the 
community and the world around 

them. 

The children have been engaging in 
art and craft and drawings, as they 

make meaning using a range of 
media to express ideas and make 
meaning, we see this as they add 

more details into their drawings and 
artwork, as they begin to tell stories 

behind their work. 

As educators we will be addressing 
body awareness and child protection 

behaviours. 

 

 

We have imbedded this by the 
importance of empowering children 
through discussions around rights, 

personal boundaries, respect, 
consent and choices. 

We will be reading throughout the 
week “NO means No” and 

“Everyone’s got a bottom” 

We aim to educate them and send 
positive message about our bodies 

and that we can openly discuss 
anything about our bodies and our 

feelings. 

The book discusses recognition of 
feelings, appropriate secrets, bodies 

and privacy, personal space, 
safe/appropriate contact and 

language, rules about touch and it 
uses the correct terminology to name 

our bodies private parts. 

“from my head to my toes, we can 
say what goes” 

We spoke about what adults we 
could talk too, this is known as safety 

network, as we named 
-mum/dad 

-grandma/grandpa 
-teachers 

 


